
World Class Day 2

16/17 November 2019

Programme

https://zoom.us/j/8205345896



Session One

Saturday, 16 November

20.30 CST

21.30 EST

Sunday, 17 November

08.00 IST



1.1 (1)

Presenter: Serene George (gserene99@gmail.com), Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education

Mentor: Sheldon Alderton (sha330@mail.usask.ca), University of 

Saskatchewan

Rethinking Aristotle’s Characterisation of External Goods: The Boxer Thought 

Experiment

Is it possible for the external goods category to expand to occupy the problem 

posed by the boxer thought experiment, or is Aristotle’s framework lacking in 

its accommodation of an instance as such? 

Aristotle explores external goods in relation to the ultimate good in life through 

Nicomachean Ethics. Happiness is gained by the temperate man who has all 

virtues of thought and character with the inclusion of external goods. The boxer 

thought experiment will be articulated in relation to the external goods division 

of the ultimate good or happiness framework Aristotle provides. Is it possible 

for the external goods category to expand to occupy the problem posed by the 

boxer thought experiment or is Aristotle’s framework lacking in its 

accommodation of an instance as such? The boxer thought experiment entails 

reconsidering Aristotle’s external goods category and questions the need for a 

well-defined and flexible category of external goods. 
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Presenter: Sania Lekshmi P.R. (devabala1999@gmail.com), Manipal Academy 

of Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education

Mentor: Sheldon Alderton (sha330@mail.usask.ca), University of 

Saskatchewan

The Use of Formal Logic as a Stylistic Device in Shakespearean Drama

This project makes an attempt to understand Shakespeare’s use of formal logic 

as a stylistic device in his plays. The paper discusses certain formal logical 

devices, like syllogistic reasoning and analogical reasoning, and how they are 

exemplified in Shakespeare’s works.

The genesis of the project lies in the argument by the renowned Indian scholar 

Girish Karnad that every great piece of poetry is the result of deliberate 

construction of logical arguments. Karnad’s argument is understood in the 

context of Shakespearean poetry, and how formal logic, specifically, has 

functioned as a stylistic device in order to evoke dramatic effects in the plays. 

The paper draws examples from the plays and identify the logical devices that 

have been used by the playwright in those contexts.
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Presenter: Shiksha K. Sharma (shikshasharma93@gmail.com), Manipal 

Academy of Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education 

Mentor: Sarah Dorward (sed526@mail.usask.ca), Carleton University

Caste in Sindh Society

Sindhi society is known for being caste-less. My paper claims that there exists a 

caste system in Sindhi society while reiterating the lack of casteism.

“Caste System in Sindhi Society” is a sociological paper that examines the 

working of the Sindhi society. Sindhi Hindus migrated from Sindh, which is 

now in Pakistan, to India post-Partition of India. Previously heavily influenced 

by Islamic culture, and post-Partition subjected to a process of ‘sanskritisation,’ 

which is a move towards orthodox mainstream Hinduism — the Sindhi society 

has developed peculiar features. One of these features that is starkly different 

from every Hindi community is the lack of a caste system. My paper argues 

against this claim.
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Presenter: Elishia Vaz (elishiasabrinavaz@gmail.com), Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education 

Mentor: Sarah Dorward (sed526@mail.usask.ca), Carleton University

Health Care and the Experiences of Unionised Sex Workers in Bangalore

How do unionised sex workers navigate institutions of health, body, and legality 

in urban India?

This study explores the health-, body-, and legality-based realities of urban sex 

workers in Bangalore, who are unionised within the Karnataka Sex Workers 

Union. Experiences of male, female, and transgender sex workers will be 

explored from a sociological and gendered lens.
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Presenter: Riya Singh (riya17309@iiitd.ac.in), Indraprastha Institute of 

Information Technology, Delhi

Sponsor: Payel Chattopadhyay Mukherjee (payel@iiitd.ac.in), Indraprastha 

Institute of Information Technology, Delhi

Mentor: Jesse Sawitsky (jms215@mail.usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

For Chances and Beliefs: The Role of Superstitions and Rituals in Performance 

Anxiety of Sportspersons

How can superstitions or pre-game rituals be used to alleviate performance 

anxiety of sportspersons and increase their performance?

Sportspersons tend to feel anxious before matches, which hinders their athletic 

performance. Often, athletes engage in superstitious behaviour (SB) to alleviate 

anxiety and regain a sense of control. The research explores how SBs can be 

utilised as a part of pre-performance routines (PPR) to improve athletic 

performance. Superstitious behaviour can be formed in a short period of time. 

Further research can be done to model specific rituals according to the 

psychological makeup of an athlete.
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Presenter: V. Yuva Krishna Rao (yuvamonu531@gmail.com), Madnapalle 

Institute of Technology and Science

Sponsor: Srijan Sengupta (Srijan@mits.ac.in, mukut235711@gmail.com), 

Madnapalle Institute of Technology and Science

Mentor: Matthew Arsenault (mra844@mail.usask.ca), University of 

Saskatchewan

The Contribution of Mechanical Engineers in the Development of Bio-

Transplants and Biomedical Devices

In my project I shall develop light-weight, high-strength, bio-compatible 

devices for old age people suffering joint pain and bone fracture, through 

mechanical design and novel material selection. 

Although young people currently make up 70% of the population of India, 70% 

of the population in all south Asian countries are in old age. Many of this large 

group of aged people will be suffering breakage and wear of joints caused due 

to friction between the bones at the joints. The solution is to replace the bones 

with BIO TRANSPLANTS. It is the responsibility of Mechanical Engineers to 

design these transplants according to the load that they will be carrying and 

invent light-weight high-strength bio-compatible materials which can mimic the 

structure of the bone. 
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Presenter: Gopika (gopikaseetharam687@gmail.com), Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: Matthew Arsenault (mra844@mail.usask.ca), University of 

Saskatchewan

The Practice of Evil Eye in an Urban Setting

This project is divided into four parts:

1. Experiences of evil eye (focusing on the respondents’ perceptions and beliefs 

in evil eye practices)

2. Ethnographic details (noting the respondents’ culture and religion)

3. Urban/rural divide (focusing on the effect of the respondents’ lifestyles and 

place of residence on their belief in evil eye)

Superstitious practices still prevail in the urban societies in India. One such 

practice that is commonly performed in the Hindu religion is the Evil Eye 

practice. Hence, this paper explores the practice of evil eye and its prevalence in 

an urban setting. Since urban areas are much more progressive and educated 

than the rural areas in India, it is interesting to note that the urbanites still do 

believe in irrational practices such as that of the evil eye. This paper is 

empirically studying the evil eye rituals practiced in one of the urban places in 

the state of Karnataka. 
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Presenter: Pavithra S. Kumar (pavithrakurup99@gmail.com), Manipal 

Academy of Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: Bailee Brewster (bab857@mail.usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

Fetishising Lesbians in Modern Visual Culture

How has the representation of lesbians in visual media, such as films, television, 

and pornography, resulted in wrongful, commodifying portrayals of the 

community?

This paper will focus on the effects of inaccurate representation of the lesbian 

community, and how the reception of the same results in wrongful expectations 

of the community. Intimate moments between two women in visual media tend 

to play toward the pleasure of the general male population, leading to lesbians 

being regarded as sexual objects. It imposes certain restrictions and standards on 

lesbians, preventing them from acting freely but instead succombing to the 

stereotypical standards of how they should act, behave, look, and dress.
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Presenter: Pavankumar Bentur (Pavankumar.bentur@learner.manipal.edu), 

Manipal Academy of Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: Bailee Brewster (bab857@mail.usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

 Eco-criticism in Kannada Literature — From Navodaya to Navya

How has the idea of readership and rationality changed in works of influential 

literary figures such as Poornachandra Tejaswi?

This study addresses the change in the Kannada writer Poornachandra Tejaswi’s 

approach to contemporary debates and discourse about issues such as eco-

criticism. Tejaswi, a socialist writer, breaks the conventional way of writing in 

the discourse he uses, by using what can be called reader rationality as a tool to 

achieve this change. His eco-critical writings exemplify this breakage of literary 

convention. This research is an attempt to understand the position this author 

takes and especially his change in perspective compared to those dominant 

among the writings from earlier modernist writing in Kannada. 
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Presenter: Michael Tsegaye (maykieth7@gmail.com), Addis Ababa University

Sponsor: Ermias Lulekal (Zeaklog@gmail.com), Addis Ababa University

Mentor: Hemali Sharma (hemali.s.btechi15@ahduni.edu.in), Ahmedabad 

University

Ethnobotanical Study on Medicinal Plants Used by Local Communities in Goro 

District, Southwest Shewa Zone, Oromia Regional State, Ethiopia

What are the traditional medicinal plants used by local people to treat both 

human and livestock ailments in Goro district? 

Ethnobotany is the study of the relationship between people and plants. My 

research focuses on ethnobotanical study of traditional medicines that are used 

by local peoples in Goro district. Here my study will discuss about the number 

and type of traditional medicines that are found in the study area, it will 

document plant parts used, for medicinal purposes, methods of preparation and 

ways of administration. In addition it will evaluate the indigenous knowledge of 

the people on the use, threat and conservation measures practiced in the study 

area.
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Presenter: Kartik Mathur (mathurkartik31999@gmail.com), Manipal 

Academy of Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: Marissa den Brok (mjd843@mail.usask.ca), University of 

Saskatchewan

Analyzing Causal Relationships between Infertility and Adoption amongst 

Couples in Urban India

Infertility rates are gradually rising in urban India. As per a recent study 

conducted by a medical company, 10-15% of Indian couples suffer from 

infertility. Despite the escalating statistics indicating infertility, nonetheless, 

adoption continues to be a stigma in India. 

Due to the brevity of this presentation, I will focus on one key finding, which is 

analyzing the perception of the couples on the choice of adoption. I will also 

focus on how the medical and health issues of the couples affect their decision 

on adoption.
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Presenter: Chilla Thanuja (17699A04A9@mits.ac.in), Madnapalle Institute of 

Technology and Science

Sponsor: Srijan Sengupta (Srijan@mits.ac.in, mukut235711@gmail.com), 

Madnapalle Institute of Technology and Science

Mentor: Briana Linton (bsl151@mail.usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

The Development of Voice- and Movement-Operated E-Vehicles for Disabled 

People

This project is for physically challenged people who are unable to drive so that 

they can drive using voice control and body movements operated through 

sensors designed by electrical communication engineers.

Most of the designs/devices are made for healthy people. But what about the 

people with no limbs, or who have some health issue? So, we, electrical and 

communication engineers, have developed battery-operated, environment-

friendly e-vehicles for disabled people who can operate them easily: for 

example, opening a car door with voice; drive through body movements. As we 

see in Blue Eyes technology, where lights and fans work with our movements, 

these advances are made possible through developments in sensor technology.
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Presenter: Krutika Patel (krutika1506p@gmail.com), Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: Lauryn Andrew (lea108@mail.usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

How Does the Western Gaze Affect the Narrative of Oriental Photography?

My presentation deals with the pertinent questions about artistic ethics and 

consent in regard to the exoticism and romanticism of the Orient.

Often, in oriental photography, the photograph is captured from the coloniser’s 

point of view. This ‘western gaze’ derives a reductionist view of the ‘non-

white’ people. When one chooses to represent an ethnic group, it becomes 

important to show both the sides of the narrative. This becomes increasingly 

evident when one realises that the photograph has been captured through a 

homogenised notion of what the orient is supposed to look like. Hence, my 

presentation addresses these concerns regarding artistic ethics and 

representation. 
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Presenter: Sreevani Kanala (sreevanireddykanala@gmail.com), Madnapalle 

Institute of Technology and Science

Sponsor: Srijan Sengupta (Srijan@mits.ac.in, mukut235711@gmail.com), 

Madnapalle Institute of Technology and Science

Mentor: Lauryn Andrew (lea108@mail.usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

 Rescue from Drunk & Drive

How can we reduce the accidents that are happening due to Drunk & Drive?

This project is to save people from Drunk & Drive. We are going to insert the 

in-built breath analyzer in a car to detect the alcohol vapour. Automatic engine 

locking system will be engaged through alcohol detection for drunken drivers.
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Presenter: Lokesh Jyotula (lokeshprasad007@gmail.com), Manipal Academy 

of Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: MacKenzie Read (mkw277@mail.usask.ca), University of 

Saskatchewan

Morality as Immediacy

The question being asked is whether a person can be substantially moral by 

cultivating intentional actions and behaviors which are immediate in nature.

In this paper we will come across the issue of whether intentions or acts of 

‘want’ or ‘desire’ have a normative characteristic(s) such that a person is able to 

make moral decisions. In contrast to moral theories that promote the role of 

reason and deliberation, a theory which promotes intentions as having a 

necessary role in making moral decisions will try to look at morality as 

something immediate. The immediacy here refers to characteristics of wisdom 

as mentioned in Aristotelian virtue ethics in the understanding of phronesis. 

Hence, such a theory can stand on epistemic grounds to provide normativity.
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Presenter: Joita Das (das_joita@iitgn.ac.in), Indian Institute of Technology 

Gandhinagar

Sponsor: Varuni Bhatia (varuni.bhatia@apu.edu.in), 

Mentor: Rachel Parkinson (rachel.parkinson@usask.ca)

Identity Creation and Ideas of Belonging among Kolkata’s Chinese-Indians

What are the ways in which the Chinese in Kolkata created a unique, 

hyphenated ‘Chinese-Indian’ identity for themselves in the 20th and 21st 

centuries?

In my research, I explore the ethnographic make-up of Kolkata, a city in eastern 

India. I focus on the minority Chinese-Indian community, who migrated to the 

city in the 18th century. The Chinese presence in the city has informed 

Kolkata’s culture in significant ways. I identify ways in which a hyphenated 

‘Chinese-Indian’ subjectivity has emerged among Kolkata’s Chinese immigrants 

during the 20th and 21st centuries. I argue that identity among minority 

communities is created in two ways: via state-ascribed legal identities 

(passports, voters’ IDs) and through socio-cultural means (how the community 

expresses themselves through art and architecture, for example).
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Presenter: Gauri (gaurisawant1997@gmail.com), Manipal Academy of Higher 

Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: Nathalie Barabas (nrb457@mail.usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

The Ransacked Refugee: Theorizing the Rohingya Crisis

How does one logically explain the forcible exoduses of refugees? Where do 

you theoretically situate the Rohingya Crisis? What happens to the refugee in 

the aftermath?

The Rohingya refugee crisis is connected to (a form of) racism. Essentially, 

what the U.N. has conveniently termed a phenomenon of ‘ethnic cleansing’ has 

a lot more layers to it, having to do with communalism, politics, history, 

animosity, etc. But the passivity concerning the situation was so evident in the 

manner in which the government of the country, i.e. Myanmar, handled the 

situation. Rohingyas were basically deemed to be bodies that did not qualify as 

components of the national community, and this exact reason was used to 

validate the atrocities inflicted on them.
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Presenter: Vashita Nagar (cestlavimun@gmail.com), Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay  (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: Stephanie Lipski (scl429@mail.usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

Legal and Moral Aspects of Surrogacy

Is Surrogacy really following the ethical and the moral aspects that it should 

follow? The ethical and moral aspects that revolves around Surrogacy in India.

In recent times, Surrogacy has been one of the major transformations that has 

changed the global family system. However, recently in 2016, Surrogacy, as a 

medical procedure was under the scanner and the current Government of India, 

which banned commercial surrogacy. Adopting a socio-legal lens and relying 

on the qualitative method of content analysis, this paper aims to critically assess 

the Surrogacy Bill. From a policy perspective, this paper argues that the Bill has 

complicated the process of Surrogacy and also familial structures of infertile 

couples in India.
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Presenter: Arush Kalra (arush.kalra11@gmail.com), Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: Éric Chateigner (emc706@mail.usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

The Voluntarist Agent’s Morality: An Account of Obligation

What is the source of morality for an agent of the ‘modern’ ethical school of 

Voluntarism?

Voluntarism states that morality comes about through obligation. A legislative 

sovereign creates laws that its agent (subject) is obliged to voluntarily follow. 

An agent understands what is beneficial for her, and thus the sovereign doesn’t 

provide content to its commands. Similarly, the agent is not obliged to these 

laws, because of their being beneficial to her wellbeing. She ought to follow 

them because she is required to follow them. The sovereign simply creates 

naturally beneficial ideas into ‘moral laws’; that is, it makes ‘morality’ possible. 

The requirement to follow these ‘laws’ is the source of morality for the 

Voluntarist agent.
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Presenter: Tanya Kapur (tanya17366@iiitd.ac.in), Indraprastha Institute of 

Information Technology, Delhi

Sponsor: Payel Chattopadhyay Mukherjee (payel@iiitd.in), Indraprastha 

Institute of Information Technology, Delhi

Mentor: Zoe Kalenith (zkalenith@hotmail.com), University of Saskatchewan

The Effect of Broken Marriages on the Academic Performance of Adolescents 

in Secondary Schools in Delhi

This study is designed to determine the kind of psychological impact a broken 

marriage puts on an adolescent’s mind and the way it can lead to anxiety, 

depression, and aggression, which results in poor academic performance. The 

project is aimed to study the adolescent’s family profile and how it affects his/

her cognitive abilities.

The best way to communicate this project to a non-specialist is by explaining to 

them the technical terms used in the project. I will make sure to define all the 

key-terms used in my project (like broken marriages, cognitive abilities, intact 

families, etc.) in the beginning so as to avoid any kind of confusion. I will also 

make a distinction between the words which I’m treating differently in my 

project and clearly inform the audience the terms I’m using synonymously.
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Presenter: Chinthala Gurumahesh (17690A0302@mits.ac.in), Madnapalle 

Institute of Technology and Science

Sponsor: Srijan Sengupta (Srijan@mits.ac.in, mukut235711@gmail.com), 

Madnapalle Institute of Technology and Science 

Mentor: Marissa den Brok (mjd843@mail.usask.ca), University of 

Saskatchewan

The Development of Piezoelectric Materials for Energy Harvesting

As a mechanical engineer, I would like to design piezoelectric devices to 

harvest energy from day-to-day activities and use the same energy to run 

electronic devices.

Piezoelectric materials are the materials which produce voltage under 

mechanical strain/displacement. These materials can be put to a variety of 

applications wherever mechanical vibration is associated. Devices made of 

these materials can be put under the shoes, vehicle tyres, machine bases, mobile 

key pad, computer keyboard, etc., where under vibration it will generate energy. 

This energy can be harvested and can be used to run electronic devices. On the 

other hand, if voltage is applied, these materials undergo mechanical strain. 

Thus, it has been found that application as mechanical sensors and actuators 

involved very minute displacement.
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Presenter: Komal Arcot (komalarcot@gmail.com), Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: Briana Linton (bsl151@mail.usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

Motherhood and Maternity Care in Urban India

This study tries to understand how motherhood and childbirth are experienced 

by young mothers in urban India. The focus here is on postpartum depression, 

body, and family.

This project is a sociological study using qualitative interviews to understand 

how motherhood affects an Indian woman’s self-identity, body image, mental 

health, and family relations. Through a series of interviews with mothers, an 

attempt is made to identify patterns in the Indian experience and prevalence of 

mental health issues.
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Presenter: Meghali Banerjee (meghalibanerjee14@gmail.com), Manipal 

Academy of Higher Education 

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: Cale Passmore (cale.passmore@usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

The Future is Female: Objectification and Commodification of Women in 

Artificial Intelligence

Artificial intelligence is essentially gendered and propagates gender stereotypes 

through programmed language that facilitates biased machine learning. This has 

larger social consequences as people interact with such machines and 

applications on a daily basis, which often colours if not reinforces, many 

gender-specific, preconceived notions.

Siri, Alexa, and Cortana are chatbots that are designed to make our lives easier. 

However, these digital assistants acutely imitate behaviour that is generally 

associated with women. Easter eggs programmed into these chatbots give these 

applications flirtatious and womanly quirks. I ask why are they necessary, and 

what social relations do they perform? Also, why are they submissive in nature, 

and what are the larger repercussions of such effeminate behaviour? This paper 

also asks why it is extremely problematic for future generations to be founded 

on technology that is heavily biased and commercialised according to typical 

feminine passivity.
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Presenter: Ashith Swaraj M. (ashithswaraj@gmail.com), Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: Liz Miller (elm395@mail.usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

Drug Use among Working Men

The project aims at studying drug use among working men in India and the 

variables that might affect consumption.

In this paper, I attempt to study drug use among working men in India and the 

factors contributing to it. Is drug use only attributed to stress in the workplace, 

or is it purely a pursuit of pleasure? Are the popular discourses that are 

associated with drug use prominent among the respondents? These are some of 

the dimensions that will be dealt with in the course of this paper.
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Presenter: Bidisha Mitra (bidishamitra17@gmail.com), Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education

Sponsor Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: Mae McDonald (mam243@mail.usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

The Rise in Protest among Working Japanese Women

The project aims to highlight and criticise the mistreatment of women in the 

work environment in Japan .

The strict work environment in Japan forces several restrictions upon 

employees, especially female workers. This project will focus on the recent 

plight of the women who were obliged to wear high heels during their long 

work hours, and on the ignorance toward their mental health when they were 

faced with harassment. Yumi Ishikawa began the #KuToo movement, a play on 

the #MeToo movement, to protest the dress code restrictions enforced on 

women employees.
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Presenter: Koyyagura Sai Prakash Reddy (17691A03H4@mits.ac.in), 

Madnapalle Institute of Technology and Science

Sponsor: Srijan Sengupta (Srijan@mits.ac.in, mukut235711@gmail.com), 

Madnapalle Institute of Technology and Science

Mentor: Mae McDonald (mam243@mail.usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

Drones in Agriculture

As a mechanical engineer, I wish to design a drone and its mechanism and apply 

it in the field of agriculture to benefit farmers.

With the advent of modern and sophisticated technology, drones are emerging 

as an important tool for humankind. In today’s world, drones are used in 

different fields like agriculture, for planting seeds, sprinkling water/fertilisers in 

the fields, medical emergency, fire accidents, and surveillance. Drones can be 

further used to predict rainfall and other weather conditions through sensors. As 

a student of mechanical engineering, I have been responsible for calculating the 

load distribution in the drone, along with the mechanism of lift and come-up, 

with high-strength, low-weight materials to design an efficient drone.
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Presenter: Michelle Shana Lobo (michellelobo9@gmail.com), Manipal 

Academy of Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay (jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: Ella McKercher (ella.mckercher@usask.ca), University of 

Saskatchewan

Inequalities in the Healthcare Received by Women in India

What are the factors responsible for the neglect of women’s health and the 

gender disparity of healthcare in India?

My project will address the issue of the lack of access and governmental 

policies in healthcare services for women in India. I will also look at how 

women are more susceptible to illness and the consequences of inadequate 

treatment. I will examine how the social roles that are assigned to women 

promote health inequalities.
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Presenter: Keerthi Menon (menonk1999@gmail.com), Manipal Academy of 

Higher Education

Sponsor: Jagriti Gangopadhyay(jagriti.g@manipal.edu), Manipal AHE

Mentor: Liz Miller (elm395@mail.usask.ca), University of Saskatchewan

Beliefs Elevating to Fear: Kerala’s Religious Practices Deliberated with Frazer’s 

Theory

This paper is an attempt to understand the importance of religion as a belief 

system and rituals developed within a community. It considers the possibility of 

beliefs and rituals elevating to the emotion of fear.

In accordance to Frazer’s theory, the whole universe is the subject of gods. The 

subject who desires to obtain favour from a god can only succeed in serving the 

god through a number of rites, sacrifices, prayers, and chants. And no man is 

religious who does not govern his conduct in some measure by the fear or love 

of god. This paper is an attempt to understand the significance of religious 

practices as rudimentary cultural tropes that an individual or religious group 

shares in a social space. Through this understanding of religion, this paper 

contemplates the possibility of religious beliefs elevating to fear through the 

exemplification of religious ritual practised within the Nair community in 

Thrichure district, Kerala, India: a) Bhuvanehsvari pooja; b) Sarpakaav pooja.
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Presenter: Shruthi Dileep (shruthidileep@gmail.com), Manipal Academy of 
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Visual Representations of Caste in Malayalam Cinema

My project aims to understand the representation of caste in Malayalam cinema, 

and how it has played an active role in glorifying and establishing casteism 

through its visual portrayals.

The institution of caste has always been one of the central social structures in 

India. The Indian state of Kerala is often credited for being one of the 

egalitarian states, with 100% literacy rates and a balanced sex ratio. Although 

casteism is not openly practised in contemporary Kerala, it is deeply etched in 

the Malayali consciousness. This project considers three popular Malayalam 

films as examples and attempts to understand how Malayalam cinema has 

played a role in establishing and glorifying the institution of caste through its 

visual representation of casteism.
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Understanding the Influence of Hinduism on Christian Rites in Kerala

I argue that Christian rites in Kerala have been immensely influenced by 

Hinduism, in ways that promote mutual acceptance and religious harmony using 

the concept of multiculturalism. 

There exists both difference and overlap among religions in India. However, its 

citizens often get blinded by their faith, and conflicts arise. Through this paper, I 

explore the influences of Hinduism on Christian rites in Kerala using the 

concept of multiculturalism. Christianity as it exists today in Kerala has been 

appropriated by the people in order to retain many of their pre-conversion 

Hindu practices. This paper argues that Christian rites in Kerala show influences 

of Hinduism. Therefore, a Hindu-Christian divide should be avoided by the 

people and communal harmony should be encouraged.
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Immigration and Film Theory: ‘Haptic Visibility,’ Archivability, and the Multi-

Sensorium

Tracing memorialisation processes involved in cinematic imagery, particularly 

as produced by the immigrant figure, in such a way that notions of hapticity, 

body, and the problematic of archive are foregrounded.

In immigrant communities, it is particularly important to recreate and 

reconstruct memories through performative acts. Given this, if the particular 

memory is tactile in nature, how then would such a memory resurface in 

cinema, which by its nature is audio-visual? In other words, how can cinema 

‘touch’ the spectator? This is the question that many immigrant directors I 

consider here are putting forth for themselves, and in the process, are pushing 

the technical and ethical frontiers of cinematic image-making. Given this, I also 

consider, if this kind of cinema is to be treated as archival material, what 

changes are brought forth? All in all, I am inverting the oft-asked question of 

what cinema does to the immigrant figure, and instead am asking what the 

immigrant figure and their situation do to cinema itself.
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What is ‘Language’ in Theatre?

How do the non-verbal elements in theatre fulfill the purpose of a language in 

theatre?

In a pantomime performance or a performance of a play in a language 

unfamiliar to the audience, a message is still conveyed to the audience. This 

paper will attempt to look at how the non-verbal aspects of theatre act like a 

language in this process.
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Visual Anthropology: From Theory to Practice

The main objective of this paper is to examine how researchers today view 

visual anthropology as a research method in comparison to pioneering 

anthropologists like Bronislaw Malinowski and Franz Boas.

The medium of visuals can perform a significant role in any form of applied 

anthropological research. Visuals can render things which language fails to 

acknowledge. But is visual anthropology still relevant today? How is it useful to 

capture alternate realities? This paper revisits Bronislaw Malinowski and Franz 

Boas’s understanding of visual anthropology and examines how contemporary 

researchers view visual anthropology both as a theoretical and methodological 

concept. In doing so, it engages with three methods—photographs, videos, and 

experiential maps—to highlight the main challenges and limitations. Based on 

the primary and secondary sources, this paper argues for reconsideration on how 

theory and practice can be refined in visual anthropological research.
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More than a Word: Intimacy, Race, and Power in Seattle, 1880-1910

How do women influence the creation of their public image?

My project examines the lives of sexually deviant women in Seattle, 

Washington from 1880–1910, through language and public media. Utilising 

archival materials, I examine language as a tool for agency within intimacy. 

Strategic victimisation, or intentional rhetorical vulnerability, empowered 

women in historical Seattle to leverage their bodies for economic freedoms and 

citizenship. New racialised populations in the city’s burgeoning global contact 

resulted in racial ideology dictating intimate encounters. These new racial lines 

regulated intimate boundaries. Through the case study of Ah Sou, a young 

Chinese woman, the power of strategic victimization re-writes the narrative of 

power in public image. Through her experience in the United States, I examine 

the nature of agency young women assert in broader society.
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Genetic Engineering in Preventing Antibiotic Resistance

I aim to research the tools genetic engineering can provide in preventing or 

slowing down antibiotic resistance. My concern is to raise the standard of health 

while considering ethical issues.

Our immense dependency on medicines and drugs have resulted in pathogens 

adapting to resisting these drugs. Our antibiotics are already weakening, and 

preventing or slowing this trend will reduce the possibility of a superbug 

emerging.


